Hepatotoxic reactions associated with carbamazepine therapy.
Hepatotoxic reactions in patients receiving carbamazepine (CBZ) therapy have been reported, and some have been considered fatal. We present two patients with hepatic dysfunction secondary to CBZ therapy. Liver biopsies were compatible with hepatotoxic damage, and the symptoms were reversible with medication withdrawal. Our patients are representative of those in the literature, most of whom have granulomatous hepatitis and sometimes have associated cholangitis. The patients with fatal reactions differed clinically and pathologically from the others, and may represent a different entity. The clinical syndrome resembles a viral hepatitis. Elderly patients seem to be particularly susceptible and their hepatic function should be monitored closely when CBZ therapy is initiated.